
Dear parent/carer,

Welcome Back!

We hope you all had a restful and enjoyable half term. It was
lovely to welcome the children back this week and to see them
looking so smart for their school photographs on Wednesday—
thank you for your support in preparing them so well.

On Thursday, children in Years 3 and 4 took part in a fantastic
hockey session, where they learned key skills of the game
including passing, dribbling, and teamwork. It was wonderful to
see their enthusiasm and growing confidence on the pitch.

Just a reminder that we will be participating in Children in Need
on Friday 14th November. To mark the occasion, children are
invited to wear their spottiest outfits and anything Pudsey-
themed in exchange for a £1 donation. Throughout the day,
pupils will engage in a variety of activities linked to Children in
Need and anti-bullying awareness.

Next week, we are also taking part in Anti-Bullying Week, which
includes celebrating Odd Socks Day. We will be marking Odd
Socks Day on Monday 10th November as part of Anti-Bullying
Week. Children are invited to wear odd socks alongside their
usual school uniform to celebrate individuality and kindness. 

No donations are required for this event. This is simply a fun and
inclusive way to highlight the importance of celebrating
differences and promoting kindness and respect in school.

On Tuesday 11  November, year 3 will lead us in a whole school
Celebration of the Word for Armistice Day. All families are
welcome to join us at 9.30am in the school hall for this event.

th

Thank you for your continued support.
We’re looking forward to a busy and exciting half term ahead!

Mrs. Oakes 
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The National Collection
Week for the shoebox

appeal is next week
from the 10th-14  Nov.

Any donations would be
greatly received.

th

PTA Weekly Cake Winner-
Frankie H

Thank you to Gracie and her
mum Lois for donating this

beautiful cake!



Homework-Regenerators Application form
Homework will commence today, Friday 7  November. This week, children in Years 2 to 4 have a slightly different English task:
they are invited to complete an application form to become one of our school Regenerators (our combined School Council and
Eco Council). This is a wonderful opportunity for pupils to express their ideas and take on leadership roles with environmental
responsibility within our school community. Following the application process, successful candidates will be invited to attend an
interview for the Regenerator posts.
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As part of our commitment to embedding careers-related learning into the curriculum, we aim to help children begin thinking
about their futures from an early age. This initiative supports that goal by encouraging aspiration and responsibility.

Shoe Box Appeal Reminder 
We’re supporting the Shoe Box Appeal again this year!
Collection Week starts Monday 17th November. We don’t expect everyone to make a complete shoebox, any small donation that
could be  added to a shoebox would be appreciated. If you are preparing a shoe box, we kindly ask that you bring it to the school
office by Friday 14th November so we can get everything ready in time for collection.
Your generosity helps make a big difference—thank you for your support! 

Basketball Opportunity with Shooting Stars North East
We’re delighted to share that Anthony Forrester, founder of Shooting Stars North East, will be visiting our school on Friday 14th
November to work with children in Years 2 to 4. Anthony brings a wealth of experience, having spent seven years as the Primary
Age Specialist at Newcastle Eagles. Now based in Hexham, he’s keen to connect with local schools and share his passion for
basketball. During his visit, he’ll lead engaging sessions where every child gets a ball and a chance to enjoy the sport in a fun,
inclusive way. He’ll also speak during our whole school assembly and hopes to introduce evening coaching opportunities for
interested pupils. We’re excited to welcome him and explore how this could enrich our sports programme.  On the 14
November, Year 2 can change into their PE kit in school. Children can come to school wearing their school PE kit or change into
their PE kit if they would rather wear a Children In Need themed outfit that day.

th

Jubilee Celebration Day
Jubilee Celebration Day is on 21  November. This day is part of the Holy Jubilee Year celebrated by the Catholic Church, focusing
on themes of hope & community. To mark the day, school will celebrate Mass on Friday 21st November at St. Mary’s Church at
9.30am (all families are welcome to join us for mass). As part of our Jubilee celebrations, we are delighted to invite parents and
carers to join us in school for another special art activity with their child on Wednesday 26th November 2:00-2:45pm. The art
activity will be a wonderful opportunity to share in the spirit of the Jubilee, celebrate our school community, and create lasting
memories together. We look forward to welcoming you into school and sharing this special time with you and your child.

st

Regenerators Clothes swap 
After the huge success last year, our Regenerators club are organising an in-school clothes swap as part of their whole school
recycling mission. If you are having a clothes sort out over half-term, the Regenerators would appreciate any donations of
unwanted / preloved children's clothes. On Wednesday 26th November 2:45pm (following on from the Jubilee art afternoon),
parents/carers will be invited into the school hall and take whatever clothing they would like. We are especially looking for
donations of any pre-loved Christmas jumpers in advance of Christmas jumper days in December. This is a FREE event which
our Regenerators hope can help reduce clothes waste. Please can any clothing donations be brought to the main reception
clearly labelled as 'Clothes Swap'.

Key Stage 2-Tyne Rivers Trust-
On Friday 28  November, years 3 & 4 are participating in a fully funded learning session with the Tyne Rivers Trust interactive
river model based at the Queen’s Hall, Hexham. Thanks to funding from the Reece Foundation, the interactive model of the Tyne
catchment helps pupils explore how climate change affects river systems. Featuring flowing water, rainfall zones, and
interchangeable parts, the model demonstrates how land management techniques—like leaky dams, tree planting, and peatland
restoration—can slow water flow and reduce flooding. It highlights how upstream actions impact downstream outcomes,
encouraging thoughtful discussion on natural flood management and climate resilience. Children will attend the event during
the afternoon, returning to school for the usual home time.
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Scholastic Book Club
 For every £1 you spend on this month’s Book Club, our school will earn 20p in Scholastic Rewards.
Please place your order online by November 14th, 2025. A link has been sent to your email today.

Christmas Class Advent Celebration of the Word
 On the morning of  Thursday 4th December, we would like to invite parents into classes to participate in the children’s RE
Advent topic Celebration of  the Word. These are short classroom-based celebrations where the children, gather, listen,
respond and say how they will ‘go forth’ with their Advent mission. The children love seeing their parents/carers in class, so
please join us if  you are available. Timings are as follows: • Year 1: 9.30-9.40am • Year 2- 9.40-9.50am • Year 3-9.50-
10.00am • Year 4- 10:00-10:10am • Reception-10:10-10:20am 

Christmas Fair
On Thursday 4  December, the PTA are holding a Christmas Fair in the school hall. Families are invited into the hall from
2.45-3.15pm (before the children are dismissed at 3.15pm). Once children are dismissed, families can return to the fair with
their children to look at the stalls. Donations for tombola items, cuddly toys, gift bags, toys, books etc. would be greatly
appreciated, just drop off  at the main school office.
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If  you can help out on the day please contact the school office.

Each class will be having their own stall, the class teachers will send out more information.

Santa Dash 
On Friday 5th December, children can come to school wearing their school uniform, exchanging their usual school
jumper/cardigan for a Christmas jumper if  they wish. As the children are taking part in a Santa Dash fun-run that day, we
also recommend that children also bring their trainers into school too (Reception & KS1 can use PE trainers kept in school).
If  anyone has donations of  pre-loved Christmas jumpers that they would like to donate to other children in school, then
please deliver these to the main school office in time for our ‘Clothes Swap’ on the 26th November. 

Nativity Performances
We are having two repeat performances both at 9.30am in the school on Tuesday 9  and Wednesday 10  December.
Information on tickets will be sent out in the coming weeks.

th th

Christmas Jumper Day (Save the Children) & School Pantomime Trip
On Thursday 11th December, children can come to school wearing their usual school uniform along with their Christmas
jumper as it is Christmas Jumper Day. We are asking for a donation of  £1 for the charity ‘Save the Children’. The children
will also be visiting the Queen’s Hall in the morning to see the pantomime Red Riding Hood at the Queen’s Hall.

Christmas Lunch 
On Wednesday 17th December we are having our school Christmas lunch in school. Children who are not usually on
school dinners will be permitted to purchase this meal for the one day, whilst remining on packed lunch for the rest of  the
week. If  your child is usually on packed lunch but wishes to have a Christmas dinner, please let the office know as soon as
possible and before Friday 29th November. Children are permitted to wear their school uniform, exchanging their usual
school jumper/cardigan for a Christmas jumper on this day if  they wish. 

Christingle Making & Christingle
Families are invited into school early (2:45-3:15pm)on Wednesday 17th December, for a cup of  tea and to make their own
Christingle in readiness for our Christingle service on Thursday 18th December at 9.30am in St. Mary’s Catholic Church.
School will provide all the resources, but if  you do have any spare red ribbon, sweets, oranges and/or birthday cake
candles feel free to bring them along. We will be taking donations for Save the Children too (feel free to wear your
Christmas jumper!) for anyone who wishes to contribute.

Friday 19  Decemberth

Friday 19  December is the last day of  the autumn term and in line with the Hexham Partnership St. Mary’s will be closing
a the earlier time of  1.30pm.

th



School Meals
 If you would like to take a look at the Winter & Spring 25 Garden Kitchen menu, please find our school
menu’s on the school website. 

Penalty Notice Information for Families 
Since 2024, the government introduced legislation regarding the issue of Penalty Notices to address
attendance concerns. There is a “National Framework” which introduces consistency in the use of Penalty
Notices across England by introducing a national threshold at which they are considered. This will be met
when a pupil has been recorded as absent for 10 sessions (5 school days) within a rolling period of 10 school
weeks. For further information please see our website ‘Attendance’ page: Attendance – St Mary's First
School, Hexham (bwcet.com) 

Reception Starters 2026
Online Admissions Portal for First and Primary school admissions will be open on the 1st of November 2025.
https://schadm.northumberland.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en
(You need to register as a new user if you haven't used the Portal before. If you've forgotten your password,
click on forgotten password link) - (for late applications see below). You must complete an application for a
place in a Reception class even if your child attends the school nursery or pre-school setting.

Mini Vinnie’s - Miss Baird (Y1-Y4) Wednesday Lunch

Singing  Mrs Stansfield (Y1-4) Tuesday lunch

Games  Miss Wright (Y1-Y4) Wednesday 3.15-4pm

Regenerators Miss Stoves (Y2-4)  Thursday lunch 

Dance Mrs Hogg (Y1-4) Thursday 3:15-4pm 

Well Being Club Mrs Stoves  (Y1-Y4) Friday 8.20am

Colouring  Miss Carr (Y2-Y4) Friday lunch

Updated clubs and activities for next term. 
Clubs will start w/c Monday 10  November.th

http://schadm.northumberland.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en


14  Novemberth

Cancelled-Y3 Class Mass St. Mary’s Catholic
Church 9.30am. Y3 attending with Y4 on the 7
Nov instead.

th

21  Novemberst Whole school Jubilee Day Mass St. Mary’s
Catholic Church 9.30am

28  Novemberth Rec and KS1 Mass St. Mary’s Catholic Church
9.30am

Thursday 18  Decemberth Whole School Christingle Service St. Mary’s
Catholic Church 9.30am

Class Masses 
Throughout the year each class has the opportunity to attend Mass at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church. Mass is lead by our Parish Priests Fr Jeff and Fr. Paul. Class Masses
are usually held on Fridays at 9:30am and all parents/carers and families are
welcome to attend theses events. Please see rota below for details of dates for each
class. 

Thrive Room Naming Competition Winner

Nathan Y3

The children had to design a Thrive Room
Poster, this will be displayed in Mrs Stoves’

room for everyone to enjoy. Well done!

https://diocesehn.org.uk/


Monday 10  Novth

Odd Socks Day-Start of Anti-Bullying Week runs from 10  Nov,
aimed at celebrating individuality & embracing differences. No
donations required, just school uniform and odd socks to be worn
on Monday 10  November.

th-14th

th

Tues 11  Novth Y3 Armistice Day Celebration of the Word in school hall 9.30am.
Parents/carers welcome to join us for this event.

Friday 14  Novemberth

Shooting Stars Basketball Assembly and coaching-Years 2-4. Pupils
to wear PE kit for the sessions. Year 2 can change in school. KS2 can
come to school wearing their school PE kit and/or change in school
if dressed for Children In Need.

Friday 14  Novemberth

Children In Need-Raising money for disadvantaged children &
young people around the UK. Suggested donation £1.
 (Scholastic Book Club Ends- all orders will be sent to school and
handed out.)

Fri 21  Novst

Jubilee Celebration Day-Parents/carers welcome into school from
2-2.45pm to support their child(ren) in art activity. Further
information to follow.

Wed 26  Novst

Jubilee Celebration Day-Parents/carers welcome into school from
2-2.45pm to support their child(ren) in art activity. Further
information to follow.

Wed 26  Novth Regenerators Clothes Swap in hall 2:45pm-parents/carers only. (Follows on from
Jubilee Art Afternoon)

Friday 28  Novth Key Stage 2-Tyne Rivers Trust Learning Trip. 



Friday 5  December th Santa Dash-Children can wear school uniform and Christmas jumper/Christmas accessory if
they wish.  Children will need trainers for this event.

Tuesday 9  & Wednesday 10
December

th th Nativity performances at 9.30am in school information. Further information to follow
nearer the time, just to allow parents to book time off work if needed. Just a reminder that
on the 10  December, there will be no parking in the church car park due to their Mass.th

Thursday 11  Decemberth

Christmas Jumper Day ( & usual school uniform)- Save the children-suggested donation £1.

Queen’s Hall Whole School Panto - Red Riding Hood.
Payments of £10.50 are now live on the Arbor app, found under ‘Trips’.
The deadline date for payment is Friday 21  November. This will secure your child’s place
on the trip.

st

Bag2School Collection 8am - can all bags be brought to the school office by Wednesday
10  December.th

Wednesday 17  Decemberth

Forum Christmas Movie Trip £8.00 per pupil.
For whole school. Payments are now live on the Arbor app, can the trip be paid no later
than 21  November. This payment secures your child’s place on the trip. (U movie TBC)st

Christmas Lunch day- After the Forum Cinema trip. Pupils are welcome to wear their usual
school uniform along with their Christmas jumper if they wish.

Christingle Making for parents/carers 2.45-3.15pm in school hall. Time for a cuppa and a
catch up too!

Thursday 18  Decemberth Whole school Christingle service in St. Mary’s Catholic Church 9.30am-all families welcome
to join us.

Friday 19  Decemberth Last day of autumn term. School closes early at 1.30pm.

Thursday 4  Decemberth

Christmas Fair in school hall. Parents/carers invited from 2.45pm (children remain in school
until 3.15pm) Following school pick-up, children can attend the fair with parents/carers
after school. Donations needed - Tombola items, cuddly toys, gift bags, toys, books etc.

If you can help out on the day please contact the school office.

Each class will be having their own stall, the class teachers will send out more information.

Class Advent Celebration of the Word. Parents welcome to join their child(ren) in class to
participate in their end of Advent RE topic celebration. (Timings outlined above)



Class   WE LOVE WE LEARN WE LIVE

Reception  Loriea Robson Lottie

Year 1  Luna Lola Zeke

Year 2  Evie Josie Fraser

Year 3  Florence Lumen Jacob

Year 4  Heidi Ollie Kaciey 

St. Mary’s Class Attendance  Winners-
                             

 Well done Reception & Year 2

Reception  100%

Year 1   93.21%

Year 2   100%

Year 3   98.33%

Year 4  98.41%

Value Award Winners



www.stmaryshexham.bwcet.com

@stmaryscatholicfirstschoolhexham

St Mary’s Safeguarding Information
Pupil Support & Safeguarding 

 
Designated Safeguarding Lead- Mrs. Oakes 

 
Deputy Safeguarding Lead-Miss. Baird, Mrs. Stansfield & Miss. Stoves

 
Assistant Safeguarding Lead-Mrs. Stoves 

 
SENDCo/Assistant SENCo-Mrs. Stansfield & Mrs. Stoves 

 
Please remember that we are here to support you and your child at any time. You can contact us via the main office (01434

603791) or by email (info@smfs.bwcet.com) 

Operation Encompass  

St. Mary’s is an Operation Encompass school, run in partnership with
both Northumberland County Council and Northumbria Police. The
project, which commenced in April 2015 aims to support children who
are affected by domestic abuse. Operation Encompass aims to support
children and young people who are affected by domestic abuse.
Witnessing domestic abuse is really distressing for a child or young
person, who often see the abuse, hear it from another room, see a
parent’s injuries or distress afterwards or can be physically hurt by
trying to stop the abuse. Please visit the Operation Encompass for more
information: Home : Operation Encompass & support services:
Northumberland-Support-Services.pdf (bwcet.com) 

Online Safety 
Northumberland County Council, in partnership with the Solihull
Approach, offer free access to online courses expertly designed
for parents, carers, grandparents and teens living in the region. All
schools in Northumberland are in a pre-paid area for emotional
health resources hub:  
 
https://inourplace.co.uk/northumberland/ 
 
This means parents can access a range of online support to better
understand children’s emotional health, brain development and
wellbeing.    
For more comms material and information you can contact
vicki.collins@northumberland.gov.uk 
 


