ST MARY’S NEWSLETTER

FRIDAY 14" NOVEMBER 2025

ear parent/carer,

To mark Armistice Day, Year 3 lead a poignant whole school
Celebration of the Word on Tuesday, reflecting quietly and
respectfully on t he sacrifices made by others. Throughout the day
the children took part in a thoughtful range of activities to help
them understand and honour the significance of the day. As part of
their creative learning, Reception decorated biscuits with poppy
designs, combining remembrance with a hands-on activity. During
Wild Passport, pupils in years 1-4 crafted a beautiful poppy cross,
symbolising peace and respect. These activities helped the children
engage meaningfully with the theme of remembrance in a way that
was both age-appropriate and heartfelt.

As it is Anti-Bullying Week, the children started the week wearing
odd socks to celebrate individuality and kindness for Odd Socks Day
Each day this week, the children have focused on a ‘thought of the
day’ and have participated in activities related to anti-bullying. We
have spent time exploring our STOP acronym poster as part of our
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We’ve discussed what bullying looks like, why it’s important to speak

up, and how telling a trusted adult can help keep everyone safe and
happy. The children practiced ways to ask for help and shared ideas
about kindness and respect. Our aim is to empower pupils to feel
confident in reporting concerns and to understand that everyone
has a role in creating a caring school community.

We were delighted to share that Anthony Forrester, founder of
Shooting Stars North East, visited our school today to work with
children in Years 2 to 4. The children participated in an engaging
basketball session where every child had a ball and a chance to
enjoy the sport in a fun, inclusive way. The children were also
introduced to evening coaching opportunities for interested pupils.

Finally, we were lucky enough to receive a special visitor to school o
Wednesday, despite his busy schedule, Pudsey Bear dropped into
school to thank all the St. Mary’s children for their fund raising
efforts. Today, the children have looked amazing in their spotty,
Pudsey related outfits and have spent time discussing the
significance of Children In Need day. A huge thank you to everyone
who donated! Your kindness will make a real difference, as all
contributions will be given to Children in Need. Together, we are
helping to support children and young people across the UK who
need it most.

Best wishes, Mrs. Oakes
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. A Prayer for
Children in Need

Dear Lord,
We lift up all children who are in
need today—those who are hungry,
lonely, or afraid.
Surround them with Your love
and protection.
Bless those who care for them and
guide us to be a source of
kindness and hope.
May every child know they are
valued and cherished.
Amen.




Y3 Armistice Day - Whole School Celebration of the Word

Mini Vinnies Food Bank Collection

This half term Mini Vinnies have been called to action to help support those less fortunate within our local
area. Therefore, the children have decided it would be fantastic to collect food items and toiletries for our
local food bank. Any donations of items for this fantastic cause would be greatly appreciated. Miss Baird will
deliver the items to the food bank during the week beginning Monday 8™ December.

Jubilee Celebration Day

Jubilee Celebration Day is on 21°* November. This day is part of the Holy Jubilee Year celebrated by the
Catholic Church, focusing on themes of hope & community. To mark the day, school will celebrate Mass on
Friday 21st November at St. Mary’s Church at 9.30am (all families are welcome to join us for mass). As part of
our Jubilee celebrations, we are delighted to invite parents and carers to join us in school for another special
art activity with their child on Wednesday 26th November 2:00-2:45pm. The art activity will be a wonderful
opportunity to share in the spirit of the Jubilee, celebrate our school community, and create lasting
memories together. We look forward to welcoming you into school and sharing this special time with you
and your child.

Regenerators Clothes swap

After the huge success last year, our Regenerators club are organising an in-school clothes swap as part of
their whole school recycling mission. If you are having a clothes sort out over half-term, the Regenerators
would appreciate any donations of unwanted / preloved children's clothes. On Wednesday 26th November
2:45pm (following on from the Jubilee art afternoon), parents/carers will be invited into the school hall and
take whatever clothing they would like. We are especially looking for donations of any pre-loved Christmas
jumpers in advance of Christmas jumper days in December. This is a FREE event which our Regenerators
hope can help reduce clothes waste. Please can any clothing donations be brought to the main reception
clearly labelled as 'Clothes Swap'.




Key Stage 2-Tyne Rivers Trust-

On Friday 28" November, years 3 & 4 are participating in a fully funded learning session with the Tyne Rivers Trust
interactive river model based at the Queen’s Hall, Hexham. Thanks to funding from the Reece Foundation, the interactive
model of the Tyne catchment helps pupils explore how climate change affects river systems. Featuring flowing water,
rainfall zones, and interchangeable parts, the model demonstrates how land management techniques—like leaky dams,
tree planting, and peatland restoration—can slow water flow and reduce flooding. It highlights how upstream actions
impact downstream outcomes, encouraging thoughtful discussion on natural flood management and climate resilience.
Children will attend the event during the afternoon, returning to school for the usual home time.

Christmas Class Advent Celebration of the Word

On the morning of Thursday 4th December, we would like to invite parents into classes to participate in the children’s RE
Advent topic Celebration of the Word. These are short classroom-based celebrations where the children, gather, listen,
respond and say how they will ‘go forth’ with their Advent mission. The children love seeing their parents/carers in class, so
please join us if you are available. Timings are as follows: * Year 1: 9.30-9.40am ¢ Year 2- 9.40-9.50am ° Year 3-9.50-
10.00am + Year 4- 10:00-10:10am * Reception-10:10-10:20am

Christmas Fair

On Thursday 4" December, the PTA are holding a Christmas Fair in the school hall. Families are invited into the hall from
2.45-3.15pm (before the children are dismissed at 3.15pm). Once children are dismissed, families can return to the fair
with their children to look at the stalls. Donations for tombola items, cuddly toys, gift bags, toys, books etc. would be greatly
appreciated, just drop off at the main school office.

If you can help out on the day please contact the school office.
Each class will be having their own stall, the class teachers will send out more information.

Santa Dash

On Friday 5th December, children can come to school wearing their school uniform, exchanging their usual school
jumper/cardigan for a Christmas jumper if they wish. As the children are taking part in a Santa Dash fun-run that day, we
also recommend that children also bring their trainers into school too (Reception & KS1 can use PE trainers kept in
school). If anyone has donations of pre-loved Christmas jumpers that they would like to donate to other children in school,
then please deliver these to the main school office in time for our ‘Clothes Swap’ on the 26th November.

Nativity Performances
We are having two repeat performances both at 9.30am in the school on Tuesday 9" and Wednesday 10" December.
Information on tickets will be sent out in the coming weeks.

On Thursday 11th December, children can come to school wearing their usual school uniform along with their Christmas
jumper as it is Christmas Jumper Day. We are asking for a donation of £1 for the charity ‘Save the Children’. The children
will also be visiting the Queen’s Hall in the morning to see the pantomime Red Riding Hood at the Queen’s Hall.

Christmas Lunch

On Wednesday 17th December we are having our school Christmas lunch in school. Children who are not usually on
school dinners will be permitted to purchase this meal for the one day, whilst remining on packed lunch for the rest of the
week. If your child is usually on packed lunch but wishes to have a Christmas dinner, please let the office know as soon as
possible and before Friday 29th November. Children are permitted to wear their school uniform, exchanging their usual
school jumper/cardigan for a Christmas jumper on this day if they wish.

Christingle Making & Christingle

Families are invited into school early (2:45-3:15pm)on Wednesday 17th December, for a cup of tea and to make their
own Christingle in readiness for our Christingle service on Thursday 18th December at 9.30am in St. Mary’s Catholic
Church. School will provide all the resources, but if you do have any spare red ribbon, sweets, oranges and/or birthday
cake candles feel free to bring them along. We will be taking donations for Save the Children too (feel free to wear your
Christmas jumper!) for anyone who wishes to contribute.

Friday 19" December
Friday 19" December is the last day of the autumn term and in line with the Hexham Partnership St. Mary’s will be closing
a the earlier time of 1.30pm.




School Meals
If you would like to take a look at the Winter & Spring 25 Garden Kitchen menu, please find our school
menu’s on the school website.

Penalty Notice Information for Families

Since 2024, the government introduced legislation regarding the issue of Penalty Notices to address
attendance concerns. There is a “National Framework” which introduces consistency in the use of Penalty
Notices across England by introducing a national threshold at which they are considered. This will be met
when a pupil has been recorded as absent for 10 sessions (5 school days) within a rolling period of 10 school
weeks. For further information please see our website ‘Attendance’ page: Attendance - St Mary's First
School, Hexham (bwcet.com)

Reception Starters 2026

Online Admissions Portal for First and Primary school admissions will be open on the 1st of November 2025.

https://schadm.northumberland.gov.uk/CitizenPortal LIVE/en

(You need to register as a new user if you haven't used the Portal before. If you've forgotten your password,

click on forgotten password link) - (for late applications see below). You must complete an application for a
place in a Reception class even if your child attends the school nursery or pre-school setting.
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Mini Vinnie’s - Miss Baird (Y1-Y4) Wednesday Lunch
Singing Mrs Stansfield (Y1-4) Tuesday lunch
Games Miss Wright (Y1-Y4) Wednesday 3.15-4pm
Regenerators Miss Stoves (Y2-4) Thursday lunch
Dance Mrs Hogg (Y1-4) Thursday 3:15-4pm
Well Being Club Mrs Stoves (Y1-Y4) Friday 8.20am
Colouring Miss Carr (Y2-Y4) Friday lunch



http://schadm.northumberland.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en
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Class Masses

Throughout the year each class has the opportunity to attend Mass at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church. Mass is lead by our Parish Priests Fr Jeff and Fr. Paul. Class Masses
are usually held on Fridays at 9:30am and all parents/carers and families are
welcome to attend theses events. Please see rota below for details of dates for each
class.

Whole school Jubilee Day Mass St. Mary’s

st
21* November Catholic Church 9.30am

Rec and KS1 Mass St. Mary’s Catholic Church

th
28" November 9.30am

Whole School Christingle Service St. Mary’s

th
Thursday 18™ December Catholic Church 9.30am



https://diocesehn.org.uk/

Fri 21°* Nov

Wed 26°* Nov

Wed 26" Nov

Friday 28" Nov

Jubilee Celebration Day-Parents/carers welcome into school from
2-2.45pm to support their child(ren) in art activity. Further
information to follow.

Jubilee Celebration Day-Parents/carers welcome into school from
2-2.45pm to support their child(ren) in art activity. Further
information to follow.

Regenerators Clothes Swap in hall 2:45pm-parents/carers only. (Follows on from
Jubilee Art Afternoon)

Key Stage 2-Tyne Rivers Trust Learning Trip.




Thursday 4" December

Christmas Fair in school hall. Parents/carers invited from 2.45pm (children remain in school
until 3.15pm) Following school pick-up, children can attend the fair with parents/carers
after school. Donations needed - Tombola items, cuddly toys, gift bags, toys, books etc.

If you can help out on the day please contact the school office.

Each class will be having their own stall, the class teachers will send out more information.

Class Advent Celebration of the Word. Parents welcome to join their child(ren) in class to
participate in their end of Advent RE topic celebration. (Timings outlined above)

Friday 5" December

Santa Dash-Children can wear school uniform and Christmas jumper/Christmas accessory if
they wish. Children will need trainers for this event.

Flu Vaccination team in school.

Tuesday 9" & Wednesday 10"
December

Nativity performances at 9.30am in school information. Further information to follow
nearer the time, just to allow parents to book time off work if needed. Just a reminder that
on the 10" December, there will be no parking in the church car park due to their Mass.

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY
: *

Thursday 11*" December

Christmas Jumper Day ( & usual school uniform)- Save the children-suggested donation £1.

Queen’s Hall Whole School Panto - Red Riding Hood.

Payments of £10.50 are now live on the Arbor app, found under ‘Trips’.

The deadline date for payment is Friday 21* November. This will secure your child’s place
on the trip.

Bag2School Collection 8am - can all bags be brought to the school office by Wednesday
10" December.

Wednesday 17" December

Forum Christmas Movie Trip £8.00 per pupil.
For whole school. Payments are now live on the Arbor app, can the trip be paid no later
than 21°* November. This payment secures your child’s place on the trip. (U movie TBC)

Christmas Lunch day- After the Forum Cinema trip. Pupils are welcome to wear their usual
school uniform along with their Christmas jumper if they wish.

Christingle Making for parents/carers 2.45-3.15pm in school hall. Time for a cuppa and a
catch up too!

Thursday 18" December

Whole school Christingle service in St. Mary’s Catholic Church 9.30am-all families welcome
to join us.

Friday 19" December

Last day of autumn term. School closes early at 1.30pm.
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Attendance
Matters

Every student. Every day. St. Mary’s Class Attendance Winners-
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Pupil Support & Safeguarding
Designated Safeguarding Lead- Mrs. Oakes
Deputy Safeguarding Lead-Miss. Baird, Mrs. Stansfield & Miss. Stoves
Assistant Safeguarding Lead-Mrs. Stoves

SENDCo/Assistant SENCo-Mrs. Stansfield & Mrs. Stoves

Please remember that we are here to support you and your child at any time. You can contact us via the main office (01434
603791) or by email (info@smfs.bwcet.com)

Operation Encompass

St. Mary’s is an Operation Encompass school, run in partnership with
both Northumberland County Council and Northumbria Police. The
project, which commenced in April 2015 aims to support children who
are affected by domestic abuse. Operation Encompass aims to support
children and young people who are affected by domestic abuse.
Witnessing domestic abuse is really distressing for a child or young
person, who often see the abuse, hear it from another room, see a
parent’s injuries or distress afterwards or can be physically hurt by
trying to stop the abuse. Please visit the Operation Encompass for more
information: Home : Operation Encompass & support services:
Northumberland-Support-Services.pdf (bwcet.com)
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Online Safety
Northumberland County Council, in partnership with the Solihull
W= AND SCAM Approach, offer free access to online courses expertly designed
j i for parents, carers, grandparents and teens living in the region. All
schools in Northumberland are in a pre-paid area for emotional
health resources hub:

Advice for Parents & Educators ¢ \ https://inourplace.co.uk/northumberland/

f S TALK ABOUT TRUST This means parents can access a range of online support to better
understand children’s emotional health, brain development and
wellbeing.
STRENGTHEN PRIVACY SETTINGS For more comms material and information you can contact
! vicki.collins@northumberland.gov.uk

@ www.stmaryshexham.bwcet.com

m @stmaryscatholicfirstschoolhexham
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