Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back, | hope you all had a lovely summer. It has
been lovely hearing about what the children have been up to
over the holidays.

This summer, Jacob (Y3) and Felicity (Y1) have supported
their mum’s (Julia) training for a life-changing challenge—-
climbing Mount Kilimanjaro! Together, they’ve completed
the Allendale mini challenge (10 miles), hiked High Cup Nick
(7 miles), tackled mountains in the Lake District, and
explored many local trails in Northumberland. Julia will be
joining 15 incredible women, to raise funds for Chameleon
Buddies—a charity supporting women and girls in Eldoret,
Kenya, living with stomas or childbirth injuries. Their goal is
to raise £90,000 to build a dedicated stoma and continence
wing at Gynocare Women'’s Fistula Hospital. We have
attached the QR below (or see Julia) if you wish to donate to
this good cause. Good luck Julia!

Next week, we would like to invite parents into school before
the end of the school day to attend our curriculum
workshops so that you can find out useful information to
help and support your child this year. There will also be
some safeguarding updates that parents will be made
aware of during the sessions. Please see further details
below.

It was lovely to meet our new Reception children, new
starters and their families this week. We would like to take
this opportunity to welcome you all to the St. Mary’s family.
Starting school is such a special time; a time for new
experiences, new friends, and a step towards greater
independence for your child. We look forward to sharing in
your child’s learning journey throughout their time at St.
Mary’s.

Wishing you all a lovely weekend,
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Back to School Prayer
Lord Jesus, we ask for Your help as we
begin this new school year. Allow us
to experience Your presence in the
many blessings You put before us.
Open our eyes to the new challenges
and exciting opportunities that this
new school year brings. Amen.




REMINDER €

ear 3 & 4 Swimming
First swimming session is Monday 8th September. Can all Y3 & Y4 pupils come to school in their school PE kit. Please
ensure they have swimwear, towel and a pair of goggles. Children will be asked to remove all earrings and jewelry prior to
swimming. Payments are now live on Arbor under ‘school shop’.

Reading Books & Homework

All children in years 1-4 are currently completing their Star reading assessments and will be issued with a reading book.
Reading books and homework will commence on Friday 12" September, more information on reading and homework will be
given at the Parent Curriculum Workshops next week. Following this, the Homework Policy will be shared with all
parents/carers. All children In Reception and Year 1 will bring a Read, Write Inc phonics book home. Please complete and
sign your child’s Reading Record when you have listened to them read.

Parent Curriculum Workshops

Next week, parents are invited into school slightly earlier to participate in our curriculum workshops to find out more about
the curriculum your child will cover this academic year and how you can best support them. There will also be some
informative safeguarding information being shared at these sessions. As the workshops are during school hours, the children
will be supervised elsewhere in school to make the events accessible to more parents. All sessions will finish before the end
of the school day.

Workshops are as follows:

-Early Years (Reception)-Tuesday 9" September 2.30-3.15pm

-Key Stage 1 (Years 1 & 2)-Wednesday 10" September 2.45-3.15pm

-Key Stage 2 (Years 3 & 4)-Thursday 11" September 2.45-3.15pm

If you are unable to attend the workshops and would like to hear the information, please contact the class teacher
to arrange a convenient time.

Extra-curricular clubs
Please see below information regarding extra-curricular clubs and activities on offer in school during this term.

Reception Welcome Mass
On Friday 3rd October at 9:30am we have our Reception ‘Welcome Mass’ at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, welcoming our new
Reception pupils into St. Mary’s. All parents and carers are invited to attend this service.

Class Masses

Throughout the year each class has the opportunity to attend Mass at St. Mary’s Catholic Church. Mass is lead by our Parish
Priests Fr Jeff and Fr. Paul. Class Masses are usually held on Fridays at 9:30am and all parents/carers and families are
welcome to attend theses events. Please see rota below for details of dates for each class.

ear 4 Celebration of the Word
We would like to invite you to participate in Year 4's International Day of Peace Celebration of the Word marking International
Day of Peace on Wednesday 17th September . Year 4 will be leading the prayer & worship in the school hall at 9.30am on
18th September. All parents and carers are invited to attend this event.

Shoe Box Appeal

Over the summer holidays many children will be getting new school shoes. Please can we ask that any shoe boxes are
retained and brought into school at the start of the autumn term. We are hoping to take part in Operation Christmas Child
during the autumn term, it would be great to have lots of boxes to get started with.

ild Passport
Every Tuesday, all pupils in years 1-4 will continue to take part in WILD Passport sessions. Wild Passport is an outdoor
learning curriculum with fully realised progressive skills. The WILD Passport provides children with weekly outdoor learning
opportunities, taught by outdoor education experts. As such, we advise that children in years 1-4 have a pair of wellingtons
and/or some sturdy walking boots, a waterproof coat & spare set of clothes (left in school) in preparation for this. We also
uggest sending the children in with a spare set of clothes (to remain in school), just in case they get muddy or wet during
heir session!




irst Reconciliation and Holy Communion Preparation 2025/2026
Following the summer break, our parish communitie of Hexham, Haydon Bridge and Bellingham will begin to prepare
children for First Reconciliation (Confession) and First Holy Communion. This programme of preparation is open to all
baptised Catholic children in Year 4 and above. The programme will consist of approximately 8 sessions at St Mary’s
Church, Hexham, starting in September 2025. Please contact the school office for a form.

Parents Evenings
We would like to invite parents into school to look at your child’s books in the week before our autumn parents evening.
School will be open for parents and children from 3.20-4:00pm on Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 15th October. Children
will have their school books on their desks to show their grown-ups all their hard work so far this term. Parents Evenings
will be held on Monday 20th and Wednesday 22nd October. Details on how to register for these events will be given
nearer the time.
School Meals
If you would like to take a look at the new Summer Garden Kitchen menu, please use the following link-
https://stmaryshexham.bwcet.com/parents/school-meals/
Packed lunches
We would like to remind parents/carers that St. Mary’s Catholic First School is a nut-free school due to children in our
care who have severe nut allergies. To help us keep all pupils safe, please ensure that no nuts or nut-containing products
are included in your child’s packed lunch or snacks. This includes items such as:

-Peanut butter

-Nut-based cereal bars

« -Chocolate spreads containing hazelnuts (e.g., Nutella)

-Cakes or biscuits with nuts
Even trace amounts can pose a serious risk, so your vigilance is greatly appreciated.
Thank you for your continued support in keeping our school a safe environment for all children.

Snacks & drinks

The School Fruit & Vegetable Scheme is a government program that entitles all pupils in Early Years and Key Stage 1 to a
piece of fruit or vegetable, each school day. Children in Key Stage 2 are permitted to bring in a healthy snack for break if
they wish (no chocolate bars & sweets do not constitute as healthy snacks). Children are permitted to being in a labelled
water bottle into school each day, containing water only. Fizzy drinks are not permitted.

Uniform

It has been lovely to see all the children looking smart in their school uniforms. Trainers are not permitted (except for KS2
on Mondays for PE). Thank you for your cooperation with this. Black Nike trainers do not constitute as school shoes.
Please can children bring in a waterproof coat to school each day, the weather can be changeable and we like to
get the children outside as much as possible. ORDER ONLINE — www.saltouk.com /Email —
enquiries@saltouk.com/Tel — 01661 835240

Universal Free school Meals

Currently, pupils in reception, year 1 and year 2 are entitled to a free school meal thanks to a different government funding
scheme known as universal infant free school meals (UIFSM). If your child is in reception, year 1 or year 2 and is eligible
for free school meals We urge parents to still register because school will receive the extra pupil premium funding. In
school, none of the children are aware of who is on FSM or not as they all access their lunch in the same way.

Your child might be eligible if you access:

Universal Credit

« Income Support
Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance or Employment and Support Allowance
Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The guaranteed element of Pension Credit

. Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more
than £16,190)
See gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals.

Pupils who are registered for free school meals don’t have to eat them. If you’re eligible but you want your child to have

packed lunches you should still register because the school will receive the funding which can support your child in other

ways. At St. Mary’s Catholic First School, we receive an extra £1515, for every eligible pupil who is registered for free
chool meals. This extra money could make a real difference to the quality of education we offer.




Penalty Notice Information for Families

Since 2024, the government introduced legislation regarding the issue of Penalty Notices to address
attendance concerns. There is a “National Framework” which introduces consistency in the use of Penalty
Notices across England by introducing a national threshold at which they are considered. This will be met
when a pupil has been recorded as absent for 10 sessions (5 school days) within a rolling period of 10
school weeks. For further information please see our website ‘Attendance’ page: Attendance - St Mary's
First School, Hexham (bwcet.com)

COME FOR

MacMillan Cancer Care Coffee Afternoon COFFEE

On the afternoon of Friday 26th September from 2.45pm, we would like to invite all friends and families of
St. Mary’s to our MacMillan Cancer Care Coffee Afternoon. We will be asking for donations of cakes and
treats for this event, all funds raised will be going to MacMillan Cancer Care one of the largest British
charities, providing specialist health care, information and financial support to people affected by cancer.

Hexham festival of Music & Arts-THE CARNIVAL OF THE ANIMALS by Camille Saint-Saéns

Years 3 & 4 have been invited to Hexham Abbey to experience the wonders of live music performance on
Friday, 26th September, starting at 11.00 am. The concert will last one hour and will be given by a top line-up
of instrumental soloists with narrator, led by pianist, Caroline Page. The timeless musical tale in an exciting
new arrangement! The Festival will receive external funding making this a free event for all. Pupils will be
escorted from school and will wear their school uniform and will need a waterproof coat.
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Online applications - Reception Starters 2026 TR S
Online Admissions Portal for First and Primary school admissions will be open on the 1st of November
2025.

https://schadm.northumberland.gov.uk/CitizenPortal LIVE/en

(You need to register as a new user if you haven't used the Portal before. If you've forgotten your
password, click on forgotten password link) - (for late applications see below). You must complete an
application for a place in a Reception class even if your child attends the school nursery or pre-school

setting.

CLUBS - W/C Monday 15" September

Mini Vinnie’s - Miss Baird (Y1-Y4) Dates TBC (3.15-4.00pm)

Games Club - Miss Eccles (Y1-Y2) Monday Lunch Time

Dance Club - Mrs Hogg (Y1-Y4) Thursday (3.15 - 4.00pm)

Multi Skills - Miss Stoves (Y2-Y4) Friday (8.15am-8.40am)



http://schadm.northumberland.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en
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12" September

Y4 Class Mass St. Mary’s Catholic Church
9.30am

19" September

Y3 Class Mass St. Mary’s Catholic Church
9.30am

26" September

Y2 Class Mass St. Mary’s Catholic Church
9.30am

3 October 9.30am Church

Reception Welcome Mass St. Mary’s Catholic
Church 9.30am

10™ October

Y1 Class Mass St. Mary’s Catholic Church
9.30am

7" November

Y4 Class Mass St. Mary’s Catholic Church
9.30am

14" November

Y3 Class Mass St. Mary’s Catholic Church
9.30am

21 November

Whole school Jubilee Day Mass St. Mary’s
Catholic Church 9.30am

28" November

Rec and KS1 Mass St. Mary’s Catholic Church
9.30am

Thursday 18" December

Whole School Christingle Service St. Mary’s
Catholic Church 9.30am



https://diocesehn.org.uk/

Y3&Y4 Swimming

Swimming starts Monday 8™, payments are now live on Arbor under
school shop’

Year 4-First Holy
Communion
Preparation

Starts September 2025 contact office for more information

Wild Passport

Sessions commence for years 1-4-Tuesday 9" September

Curriculum Workshops

EY-Tuesday 9" 2.30pm-3.15pm
KS1-Wednesday 10" 2.45pm-3.15pm
KS2-Thursday 11" 2.45-3.15pm

Reading Books &
Homework sent home

Friday 12" September

Year 4 Celebration of
the Word

Wednesday 17" September 9.30am in school hall. All parents/carers
welcome.

Key Stage 2 Festival of
the animals

Years 3 & 4 visit Hexham Abbey at 11am to participate in musical event.

MacMillan Cancer Care
Coffee Afternoon

Friday 26™ September in school hall. Parents/carers only from 2.45pm.
Pupils to join from 3.15pm. Donations of sweet treats appreciated.

Reception Welcome
Mass

Friday 3™ October 9.30am in St. Mary’s Catholic Church. Whole school
event, all parents/carers invited to attend.

Look at Books sessions

Parents/carers to look at books in advance of parents evening:
Tuesday 14" & Wednesday 15" Oct 3.20-4pm.

Parents evenings

Monday 20" & Wednesday 22" October. Details to be sent out nearer
the time.
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Value Award Winners

WE LOVE WE LEARN WE LIVE

Reception acatyr recie

_

Attendance

Matters

Every student. Every day.

St. Mary’s Class Attendance Winners-
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Pupil Support & Safeguarding
Designated Safeguarding Lead- Mrs. Oakes
Deputy Safeguarding Lead-Miss. Baird & Mrs. Stansfield
Assistant Safeguarding Lead-Mrs. Stoves

SENDCo/Assistant SENCo-Mrs. Stansfield (Maternity), Mrs. Oakes & Mrs Stoves

Please remember that we are here to support you and your child at any time. You can contact us via the main office (01434
603791) or by email (info@smfs.bwcet.com)

Operation Encompass

St. Mary’s is an Operation Encompass school, run in partnership with
both Northumberland County Council and Northumbria Police. The
project, which commenced in April 2015 aims to support children who
are affected by domestic abuse. Operation Encompass aims to support
children and young people who are affected by domestic abuse.
Witnessing domestic abuse is really distressing for a child or young
person, who often see the abuse, hear it from another room, see a
parent’s injuries or distress afterwards or can be physically hurt by
trying to stop the abuse. Please visit the Operation Encompass for more
information: Home : Operation Encompass & support services:
Northumberland-Support-Services.pdf (bwcet.com)
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