
St Mary’s R.C. First School
Parent Curriculum Workshop KS1

Mrs Hogg (Y1) Miss Eccles (Y2)



Our Website: 
St Mary's First School, Hexham – Part of the Bishop 

Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust (bwcet.com)

https://stmaryshexham.bwcet.com/
https://stmaryshexham.bwcet.com/
https://stmaryshexham.bwcet.com/
https://stmaryshexham.bwcet.com/


Curriculum Information



Handwriting
Year 1- form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in 
the right place
- form capital letters
- form digits 0-9
- understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters 
that are formed in similar ways)
-begin to add an exit stroke to letters 

Year 2 -
- write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship 
to one another and to lower-case letters
- use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters
- If ready to do so start to join towards end of year 2.













English in Year 1 





Mathematics-White Rose

•In Maths there is a greater emphasis on arithmetic and times tables.

•In KS1, each child will complete an add facts quiz based on simple addition 
facts. This is to develop fluency and quick recall. 

•In KS1, pupils will receive a times tables list to practise and will then have a 
times tables quiz the following week on a Thursday/Friday. 



Phonics

• All of Year 1 pupils and some of Year 2 pupils have RWInc phonics sessions. 

They are assessed every half term and grouped accordingly by level and 

ability and have a daily 30 minute session. These pupils take home a RWInc 

Book Bag book which matches the sounds they have learnt that week. They 

receive a new home reading book every Monday and are expected to read it 

at least three times at home to develop their fluency. 

• When reading with your child at home, it is meant to be easy, they are 

consolidating what they have learnt at school, not learning anything new. If 

they find it too difficult they will not enjoy reading at home and we want 

reading to be a pleasurable activity.



Year One Phonics Check

• It is administered during the week beginning 8th June 2026.

• We ask that you make sure children are as well rested as possible 
during this week in order that they do their best and find it easy to 
read and recall phonic knowledge.









Helping at home - constant repetition and 
reinforcement

• Read lots! 

• Practise reading words using the three steps:

 “special friends, Fred talk, read the word”

• Ask your child to hunt special friends when out and about, on food labels, shampoo bottles etc. 

• Discuss whether words are real words or alien words when reading new or unfamiliar writing. 

• Apps on tablets or ipads. 



Reading, Reading Records & Story time
 

Once your child has completed RWInc they will follow the Accelerated Reader 
reading scheme for home reading books. Every term they are assessed and will be 

given a ZPD level which corresponds with the books they take home. Once they 
have read their book at home and there is a comment in their reading planner 
from their grown up, they can complete the Accelerated Reader (AR) quiz at 

school. After their quiz they will be able to choose another book to take home. 
Children need to change their books at least once a week.

Children also should be heard reading their own story books from home/be read to 
by parents on other week nights e.g. bed time story which allows children to have 
lots of exposure to modelling of tone, intonation, expression etc.

Please record and sign all instances of reading that take place at home.



Mastering Numbers 

We have changed winning with numbers to mastering numbers. 

Mastering Number is a highly effective programme developed by the 
National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics 
(NCETM). 

It focuses on building strong number sense and fluency in early maths 
skills, which are essential foundations for future learning.



Homework books will be sent home on a Friday and 
need to be handed in the following Wednesday 
morning during registration. 



Year One Homework

Pupils will be set a short Maths and an English task each week 
to complete. 

This will be linked to our work in Mastering number . It will also 
link to our phonics work and our red word work.





Homework 

Year 2 Handwriting/Literacy Tasks and Numeracy Tasks

Children will receive a spelling list and times tables list every Friday in their 
homework books. They will learn up to 10 CEW words in preparation for the 
weekly test. Times tables-Multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and10 

multiplication tables facts learnt for a quiz every Friday. 

Literacy- SPaG and handwriting exercises e.g. Fine motor skill activities, letter 
formation. 

Numeracy- Task stuck in homwork book.

Homework Policy available on our school website



Wild Passport

Wild Passport is an outdoor learning curriculum; which teaches 
progressive skills in the outdoor environment. Children need to bring a 
waterproof coat with a hood, wellies/boots and a change of clothes. 
These clothes will stay in school and will be sent home at the end of 
each term to be washed and checked that they still fit. 



Zones of Regulation 



                                           
Attendance

There has been a change in 
legislation and timings for penalties
If this concerns you, then you would 
have received a letter at the end of 

last year. 

Parents will be informed regularly of 
their child’s attendance data.



Safeguarding
E-safety Project Evolve



Wake Up 
Wednesday!

Child Friendly 
Safeguarding Policy & 
Child-on Child Abuse 

Booklet



Picture News
Picture News provides us 
with weekly resources to 
teach our pupils about 
current affairs and 
encourages pupils to 
take an interest in the 
world around them.
Picture News for Schools: 
Teaching Resources for 
Assemblies

https://picture-news.co.uk/
https://picture-news.co.uk/
https://picture-news.co.uk/


Dates for the diary

• Parents look at books: 14th and 15th Oct 3.20-4:00pm
• Parents Evenings: Week beginning 20th October. 

• Arbor sign up sheets will be active nearer the time. 
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